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had he been attacked, I have no doubt that, old as he was, he would have made his corporal prowess be felt as much as his intellectual.
His Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland1* is a most valuable performance. It abounds in extensive philosophical views of society, and in ingenious sentiment and lively description. A considerable part of it, indeed, consists of speculations, which many years before he saw the wild regions which we visited together, probably had employed his attention, though the actual sight of those scenes undoubtedly quickened and augmented them. Mr. Orme, the very able historian2, agreed with me in this opinion, which he thus strongly expressed :—' There are in that book thoughts, which, by long revolution in the great mind of Johnson, have been formed and polished like pebbles rolled in the ocean!'
That he was to some degree of excess a true-born Euglisli-man3, so as to have entertained an undue prejudice against both the country and the people of Scotland, must be allowed". But it was a prejudice of the head, and not of the
head of it. Its height was upwards of six feet, and from about an inch in diameter at the lower end, increased to near three ; this he kept in his bedchamber, so near the chair in which he constantly sat as to be within reach.' Macpherson, like Johnson, was a big man. Dr. A. Car-lyle says (Aitto. p. 398):—' He was good-looking, of a large size, with very thick legs, to hide which he generally wore boots, though not then the fashion. He appeared to me proud and reserved.'
1 Boswell wrote to Temple on April 4:—' Mr. Johnson has allowed me to write out a supplement to his Journey' Letters of' Eoswell, p. 186. On May 10 he wrote:—' I have not written out another line of my remarks on the Hebrides. I found it impossible to do it in London. Besides, Dr. Johnson does not seem very desirous that I should publish any supplement. Between ourselves, he z's not apt to encourage one to share reputation with himself' Ib, p. 192.
a Colonel Newcome, when a lad, 'was for ever talking of India, and the famous deeds of Clive and Lawrence. His favourite book was a history of India—the history of Ormc.' Thackeray's Newcomes, ch. Ixxvi. Seej&wf, April 15,1778.
8 Richard II, act i. sc. 3.    See ante, i. 150.
* A passage in the North Briton, No. 34, shews how wide-spread this
heart.arren Hastings of Dec. 20,1774. See post, beginning of 1781.
